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FOOTBALL » Intermediate Championship Final

' Banyvaughan 0-10 - Micheal Cusack’s 0-8 B

Joe O Muircheartaigh

BALLYVAUGHAN'S greatest day
— the day that will never zrow old,
just grow better with every passmng
day whenever anyone from Clare
football's most northerly outpost re-
flects on this famous victory.

It camed with it the Talty Cup,
but also senor football 90 years af-
ter Ballyvaughan/Fanore football
was first put on the map with Paddy
O’Donoghue’s appearance for Clare
in the All-Treland sentor final

And they deserved it, if only be-
cause of their heart for battle. They
worked

their lonz-running county final night-
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Three final loses on the trot in
"001 ’02 and 03 were bad enough,
but losing a fourth in six years to
therr near neizhbours was the worst
of all. especially a5 they contributed
to their own downfall.
Yet agam. in the houwr of great-
est need Michael Cusacks’ shooting
failed them They it 15 wides and
with those missed opportunities
went their hopes of winmng a first
intermediate title in 24 years.
It zave Bally\'mghanﬂ)eg:eatest

of thewr football lives,

but they sullhadtogoonandmn
the game They did that thanks to a
combinztion of raw courage, dogzed
defence and the performance of John
Martyn up front.

B of

at Cusack Parx, Ennis

The full-forward was the man apart,
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’s had plenty of possession and
all day, but it was Ballyvaughan
who used their possession to much
greater advantage. They got scores
from limited ball, Michael Cusack’s
didn’t with plenty of ball.

Cusack’s had four wides inside ten
minutes, a malaice that haunted them
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all through Contrast this to Bal-
lyvaughan who weathered the early
—mmmﬂewﬂhm!ohn\hnyn

Ballyvaughan’s bragging rights

for the opeming point of the second
half

Cusack’s were in dire straits, a situ-
ation that finally roused them to life.
They started dominzting pudfield
and as a result chance after chance
presented itself And though the
wides mounted pomts by Michael
Jordan, Clive Earley and Pat Davoren
had the zame delicately poised at 0-7
each entering the last 15 munutes.
Ballyvaughan looked as if they'd be
swamped 1n the rising blue and gold
tide, but somehow they stood defi-
ant in defence and raided up the field
to land two precious points. John
Martyn lofted over a 45 yard free m
the 46th minute. Two minutes later
Kevin Carrucan scored a booming
point from play.

These were the defiming scores,
giving Ballyvaughan a two-pomt
cushion as they faced the siege of the
last ten minutes. It was lifted in the
57th minute when a brilliant run by
Phelim Coyne teed up comer-back
Sean McNamara who finished the
move with the outside of his boot.

There was no denying Bally-
vaughan now, even though Michael
Hyms pegged a pomt back mn dxe

age and the champagne corks soon
popped.

Left: Ballyvaughan’s Kevin Carrucan is
challenged by Michael Cusack’s Tomds
Kerin in action.
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» Match Details

Bauyvnuyun

(e} n-ml'n'l Cape, Darmui
Scm.a Moran (6), lames Hynas

oo (7) or Moran,C Contn (6}
Stania Hyrs, Pt MeDanagh (6) for Coyne

mchnl Cusack’s

Rory Hickey {Ere Og)

»» Man Of The Match

John Martyn (Bstyvsgnan)

kot Martyn tha musicen & 2 cut flgura anc
plryed Lisgoorwarna i his day - Smity cut status
awars Jonn Martyn the Ioothalier oftar hes mag
riflont contribution to Balyvaughar's greatest day
Wien him and his soven poirts thay won tha ttia,
Without him thay'e here wan nothing.

» Why They Won

Baliyaugan wors way Mo dract when gong
forwarc, aspacily 1 the first faf whan thoy
ran straght at the Mo Cussck's adfence it
GEV £ham the platior ta go on and win T
first avar e Than ther tacks dug very coep to
wathar the Michaal Cusack’s storm in tha saconc
rar. Tha rest & Salyvaughan history.



