Junior A Football Championship Round 1 Match Report
Ballyvaughan v Donbeg

06-08-2012

Venue: - Ennistymon

Referee: - Michael Rock (Ennistymon)

Championship time has come around again for the footballers of Ballyvaughan / Fanore in 2012, a victory was recorded in dramatic style in Ennistymon the home of Ballyvaughan’s first senior championship victory in decades, for which a victory over Eire Og Ennis was achieved in 2008. Championship victories were scarce since that day in 2008, but today’s win has put us on the road to Junior A honours again.
Support for both sides was nearly as scarce as the scores that were kicked over 

But the people that did turn up were not disappointed as the game turned out to be a cracker and had all the attributes of a championship game.
Donbeg made the ideal start and were 0-3 to 0-0 ahead after nine minutes, two converted free’s and a score from play their reward for dictating the tempo of the game early on.
Killian Fahy crashed the ball good and hard off the crossbar on the 14th minute for Ballyvaughan only for Damien Mc Namara to gather the resultant loose ball and for which then he was fouled and Adrian Nilan drilled the 21 metre free straight between the posts to open the account.

Donbeg had loads of possession in the opening half so had Ballyvaughan but Donbeg were more economical and increased their lead to 0-5 to 0-1 by the 16th minute, a baron spell was to follow until Adrian Nilan registered Ballyvaughan’s second point from a free in the 25th minute , this was closely followed by another converted free from Donbeg to leave the score at 0-6 to 0-2 approaching half time, both teams played out the half at full throttle but no more scores were to follow, in the first half Donbeg kicked 5 wides to Ballyvaughan’s two. 
Most of those wides for both teams were within shooting distances and despite the terrible conditions; a possession type game plan of football was adopted by both teams and was stuck to as a long ball tactic would not have worked especially for Ballyvaughan who played against the wind and rain in the first half and the ball was slippery and under foot conditions also deteriorated rapid.
Lorcan Mahon opened Ballyvaughan’s account just after the resumption with a score from play in the 36th minute and it looked to be that Ballyvaughan hit the softer ground running early in the second half, Jason Mc Donagh replaced Cian Walsh on 40 minutes. 
Ballyvaughan suddenly imposed themselves on the game, and outscored their opponents by five  points to one in the last quarter, substitute Jason Mc Donagh kicked three massive scores two from play and a free from long range in between and in this period Donbeg had no answer to Ballyvaughan especially on the scoreboard where Donbeg’s only point came from a free converted from close range when Damien Martyn was adjudged to have obstructed the Donbeg place kicker and referee Michael Rock moved the ball 10 yards closer and this time he made no mistake and converted the free to kick Donbeg in to a one point lead on 52 minutes. 
That Donbeg converted free did put them back in to the lead but it was to be short lived as Kevin Carrucan kicked the first of his two scored from play to level the game on the 54th minute and he belted the winner on the stroke of full time from play at distance and edged Ballyvaughan in front for the first time in the game. 
Veteran Ballyvaughan player Mark O’Loughlin and Kieran Casey held the defence in tact and commanded the half back line at all times and brought the younger players John Mooney Hynes, Lorcan Mahon and John Linnane in to the play as much as they could. Raymond Casey and James Hynes just about shaded the midfield battle.
A young lively Donbeg side was the opposition with many minors and under 21’s there show case on the day where may be a draw might have been a fair result.

Philip Smith tried hard at centre back also for Donbeg. 

In the other game in the group played on Sunday, newcomers to Junior A football Clonlara beat Kilmihil 1:12 to 0:06 

Please check fixtures page for updates on when the remainder of games to be played.

Ballyvaughan 

James Callinan, John Linnane, Damien Martyn, John Mooney Hynes, Mark O’Loughlin, Kieran Casey, Lorcan Mahon, Raymond Casey and James Hynes, Killian Fahy, Adrian Nilan, Cian Walsh, Kevin Carrucan, Donnacha Mahon and Damien Mc Namara. 
Subs 

Jason Mc Donagh for Cian Walsh (40 Minutes) 

Paul Darcy for Donnacha Mahon (48 Minutes)

Not Used were Adam Walsh inj, Gavin Mc Namara, Paul Mc Donagh and Robert Linnane.
Scores: Ballyvaughan

Jason McDonagh (0:03) (2 Play 1 Free) 

Kevin Carrucan (0:02) (2 Play)

Adrian Nilan (0:02) (2 Free’s)

Lorcan Mahon (0:01) (1 Play)

